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May 21, 2023  Ascension of Christ 

Sermon 

(Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:15-23, Luke 24:44-53)  

 

“Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,” it is said. What is 

"mind" (the Greek "nous"). This suggests that there are various forms of 

understanding. The understanding that agrees with and comprehends what is 

written in the Bible is a form of understanding that does not function unless it 

is opened by someone. 

 

Reason has the function of accepting things into our souls. It is reason that 

judges whether to accept or not accept. In response to general matters, our 

human reason can work. However, there are also times when we are swept away 

by our emotions or by the flow of this world, and we cannot make rational 

judgments. This is the nature of a sinner. 

 

Even if a person can respond rationally to matters of this world, they cannot 

respond rationally to matters of God. People respond with worldly reason even 

to matters of God. They judge by the logic of this world, by the values of this 

world. However, with the values of this world, they cannot understand matters 

of God, nor can they notice them. The things written in the Bible, because the 

Bible was written by the Spirit of God, cannot be understood unless the Spirit 

of God is given. Therefore, Jesus opened the disciples' reason. He opened their 

reason "to understand the scriptures". By doing so, the disciples were enabled 

to receive that what was written in the Bible had been realized. This is what it 

means to be given the Holy Spirit. 

 

This is because the Holy Spirit, being the Spirit of God, works to make us 

understand the things of God. Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot understand 

the Bible. We cannot receive into our own souls what is written in the Bible. 

At first, the disciples could not receive Jesus' crucifixion as something written 

in the Bible. However, through the resurrected Jesus, their reason to 

understand the scriptures was opened. Even if they could use their reason for 
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matters of this world, they could not for the Kingdom of God. If we try to 

understand the Kingdom of God with worldly reason, it would be a peaceful 

country, a country where everyone gets along, a country without conflicts, the 

kind of country we think is good. Everyone knows that such a country is not 

established. Knowing this, we still advocate it as an ideal country. However, no 

one lives that way. Because we think within the values of this world, we end up 

criticizing others when things don't go our way. But since it is an ideal country 

centered on oneself, there is no room for one's own repentance. Therefore, we 

cannot understand the Kingdom of God with the values of this world. If we 

think in terms of the values of this world, we can only see the greatest happiness 

of the greatest number. As a result, the smallest people, that is, those who are 

few in number or not valued, are discarded. The world was operating within 

the same value system at the time recorded in the Gospel. And they crucified 

Jesus. That is the value of this world. They thought that peace would come if 

Jesus was gone. This kind of rational judgement is the logic of the powerful. It 

is not the world seen from the perspective of those in weaker positions. This is 

worldly reason, and reason dominated by sin. 

 

The disciples also reasoned in this way. However, Jesus opened a new 

understanding of divine reason. This enabled the disciples to agree with and 

accept God's matters. This shows the work of the Holy Spirit and the event of 

the descent of the Holy Spirit, known as Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is working 

even without the occurrence of Pentecost. This means that the event of 

Pentecost (Pentecost, which is celebrated on May 28, 2023 [Sunday]) occurs 

within the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit did not start working on the 

day of Pentecost. The event that occurred on the day of Pentecost is that the 

disciples were moved according to the recognition brought by the Holy Spirit, 

the divine reason opened by Jesus. 

 

 

The work of the Holy Spirit leads to recognition, agreement, acceptance, and 

prompts the implementation of the matters accepted. The descent of the Holy 

Spirit, or Pentecost, began when the matters that the disciples accepted 
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became one with their souls and began to work. If that's the case, the event of 

Pentecost is something that can occur daily in each one of us. It's not just 

something that happened on the day of Pentecost about 2000 years ago, but 

when the Holy Spirit works in our daily lives and propels us forward, we are 

experiencing the event of Pentecost. 

 

By the way, is the Ascension, that is, Jesus ascending to heaven, necessary for 

the descent of the Holy Spirit, which enables divine reason to work? In today's 

scene, Jesus opened the disciples' reason and then ascended to heaven. This 

implies that whether he ascends or not, it might not make a difference. Why 

was Jesus' ascension necessary? It was because it was necessary for Jesus to 

give a mission to his disciples. Ascending to heaven creates an expectation of 

coming again, the Second Coming. Therefore, in the Acts of the Apostles, a 

sequel to the Gospel of Luke, the angels tell the disciples, "This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven." (Acts 1:11). The statement that he will come in the same way as 

he went to heaven refers to the Second Coming. And "in the same way" means 

that just as he was lifted up to heaven by God, he will come by God. In other 

words, he will come at the time appointed by God. We do not know when that 

time will be. Nevertheless, the disciples evangelize in the expectation of the 

Second Coming. They testify to Jesus and the events of Jesus. 

 

The ascension of Jesus gives hope to the disciples' lives on earth. It gives the 

hope of anticipation. It gives the hope of living a mission while waiting. 

Because of Jesus' ascension, we can stand in faith believing that God's events 

will certainly be realized. Because Jesus ascended, he is with them at all times 

and in all places. He is with them through the Holy Spirit. Becoming invisible 

in front of their eyes means being with them forever. By becoming invisible, 

you can feel Jesus even closer. This is the new world of God realized through 

ascension. This world is not the world that human reason in this world seeks. 

It is a world where God is ultimately realized. Therefore, no one is excluded. 

Especially, it is a world where people in weak positions and those who are 

lowered are first welcomed. That's why these people are not flustered even if 
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they are excluded from humans or persecuted. The world these people see is 

not this world, but the world of the Second Coming where Jesus comes. 

 

We, by divine reason, hope and see the coming world. By divine reason, we 

enter that world. We accept that the coming world is being realized in God's 

presence now. Therefore, no matter what happens in this world, we do not 

despair. We just believe in God's goodness and do what we should do. We 

rejoice in the blessedness of being able to live such a simple life. This is the joy 

of a person who has been given divine reason. 

 

You are one who has been given divine reason and one whose divine reason 

has been opened by the cross of Jesus. You are receiving God's love and God's 

consideration. Let's keep walking towards the coming world. Testify to the 

cross and resurrection of Jesus. 


